U.^jExpels Russian Intelligence Officer 

In Shadow of Spy Case, Qinton Urges Continued Aid for Ex-Soviets 
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The Clinton administration yes- 
terday expelled a Russian diplomat 
from Washington after Moscow re- 
fused to act on U.S. demands to 
scale back voluntarily its espionage 
here. 

The announcement of the expul- 
sion of Aleksandr Iosifovich 
Lysenko, described by the State 
Department as Moscow's chief in- 
telligence officer in the United 
States, followed the arrest this 
week of a CIA officer charged with 
spying for Moscow. Under new po- 


litical assault for his handling of 
Russia policy generally. President 
Clinton called senior congressional 
leaders to the White House earlier 
yesterday to urge continued bipar- 
tisan support for U.S. aid to Russia 
and later defended his policy at a 
news conference. 

The United States had demanded 
that Moscow withdraw Lysenko 
voluntarily, largely for symbolic 
reasons with little bearing on the 
case of Aldrich H. Ames, the CIA 
officer accused of being a double 
agent since 1985. Lysenko has been 
in the United States only since last 
summer, sources said, and before 


that served as the station chief of 
Russian intelligence in New Delhi. 

The expulsion of the Russian— 
and expectations among nffiriak 
here that Russia will retaliate by 
expelling a U.S. intelligence official 
from Moscow — felt like a step 
backward in time to the Cold War 
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era of tit-for-tat expulsions. The last such 
episode occurred in 1986. 

The fact that Clinton only a month ago was 
sleeping at the Kremlin and toasting Boris 
Yeltsin at the Russian president’s Moscow 
dacha did not alter yesterday’s diplomatic 
dance a single step. But even in announcing 
the expulsion of Lysenko, who was given sev- 
en ckys to leave. State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry sought to soften the 
blow to relations by reiterating the impor- 
tance of strong ties with Russia and the con- 
tinua ion of reforms. 

In addition to demanding that Moscow 
withe raw Lysenko voluntarily, the admin- 
istration had renewed a six-month-old de- 
mand that Russia slash the number of its 
intellgence operatives in Washington by 
roughly half, so the total would be compa- 
rable roughly to the U.S. intelligence de- 
ployment in Moscow. 

U.S. officials also insisted that Moscow 
formally “declare” the Washington station 
chief for Russia’s military intelligence agen- 
cy, known as the GRU, and Russia’s chief 
spies in New York and San Francisco. Un- 
der the rules of intelligence gathering, the 
Russians formally declare as intelligence 
agents certain of their spies admitted here 


as diplomats, and the United States does 
the same in Moscow. Such agents, who 
number only a few of the overall number, 
then work under specified restraints such 
as travel limits. 

McCurry described Lysenko as having 
been “in a position to be responsible” for 
overseeing the alleged espionage by Ames. 
He said Moscow had formally protested the 
expulsion. 

McCurry said the United States takes the 
alleged espionage case “very seriously” and 
declined to rule out further moves, noting 
“there are forces at work in Russia that are 
inconsistent with reform.” 

Clinton, in his news conference, raised the 
possibility that Americans in addition to 
Ames and Ames’s wife Rosario, who also was 
arrested, may have been involved in the al- 
leged espionage. Asked about reports of a 
second double agent at the CIA, Clinton said, 
“Sometimes it happens that when you’re in a 
criminal investigation and you’re on to some- 
thing, the investigation turns up information 
that could not have been anticipated.” 

Noting he was not trying to “raise some 
tantalizing inference,” Clinton added none- 
theless that, “We have to keep going and try 
to root it out. After all, this is fundamentally 
a problem within America, about whether 
people here who are Americans are spying.” 


Clinton said his administration had “not 
sought Russian cooperation in any damage 
assessment,” but had urged the Russians to 
take “appropriate action” and act on Amer- 
ican demands related to the Ames case. But 
two senior officials of the CIA’s Operations 
Directorate who traveled to Moscow this 
week to meet with their Russian counter- 
parts were told that conservative political 
forces would prevent Moscow from acced- 
ing to the U.S. demands, sources said. 

A senior official said the demands were 
discussed again yesterday at a more senior 
political level to gauge whether Yeltsin 
would try to push the Russian intelligence 
agency to accept them, but with little indi- 
cation that he would. 

The administration’s handling of the 
Ames case drew less than rave reviews 
from members of Congress who emerged 
from the White House meeting. Sen. Sam 
Nunn (D-Ga.) said the president should 
have expelled any Russians implicated with- 
out discussing the matter with Moscow. 

“This is not the time to negotiate,” he 
said. “When people are caught with their 
hands in the cookie jar, they ought to be 
expelled.” 

When the Ames case broke earlier in the 
week. White House officials had expected it 



would prompt a burst of anti-Russian pol- 
itics and then quickly subside. Instead, 
questions about U.S.-Russian relations have 
gained intensity as some members of Con- 
gress, particularly Republicans, accuse the 
administration of having a naive, unwork- 
able policy toward Russia. 

Clinton used yesterday’s news confer- 
ence to make the case for continued support 
for aid to Russia and the other republics of 
the former Soviet Union. “It is in our inter- 
est plainly to continue this policy,” he de- 
clared, noting that much American aid is to 
facilitate the dismantlement of nuclear 
weapons once aimed at the United States. 

“The majority of our economic assistance 
is flowing not to government, but to reform- 
ers outside Moscow, most in the nongov- 
ernmental sector,” Clinton said, “to help 
them start businesses, to help private farm- 
ers and to support exchange programs.” 

But during the congressional meeting, at 
least four members from both parties 
warned the president that gaining approval 
for the next round of Russian aid would be 
difficult. 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.), the senior 
Republican on the Senate subcommittee 
that oversees Russian aid and a co-sponsor 
of this year’s $2.5 billion package, said the 
spy case had “kicked off a much-needed dis- 


cussion” of the administration’s Russia pol- 
icy. He criticized the administration’s ap- 
proach as a “Russia-first policy” and said 
Clinton had been “suffering from Moscow 
myopia. I hope the president got that mes- 
sage and we can have a more balanced pol- 
icy in Russia.” 

McConnell and others said Russian aid “is 
in some trouble,” but Democratic leaders 
said the administration and congressional 
leadership would try to stay the course on 
it. 

Rep. Robert G. Torricelli (D-NJ.), a 
member of the House intelligence panel, 
yesterday called the administration’s rel- 
atively restrained response inadequate be- 
cause the CIA has not yet promised a 
housecleaning of the internal security per- 
sonnel responsible for letting Ames contin- 
ue to work there while allegedly serving as 
a Russian spy. 

“I think the administration is feigning 
shock and that this is a symbolic move,” 
Torricelli, said. “They are clearly not inter- 
ested in provoking a major counter- 
expulsion” of U.S. intelligence agents in 
Moscow. Torricelli said that he would press 
for a pledge that CIA officials will be held 
accountable for clearly missing “every op- 
portunity in obvious circumstances to un- 
cover the activities of Mr. Ames.” 



